Immunohistochemical characterization of glomerular IgA deposits in IgA nephropathy.
To characterize the IgA deposits found in glomeruli of IgA nephropathy, frozen sections of renal biopsy specimens from 191 consecutive patients with IgA nephropathy were examined by immunofluorescent microscopy. All 191 specimens were positive for IgA1 in glomeruli. IgA2 was detected in 3 out of these 191 specimens. Both kappa and lambda light chains were also detected in the glomeruli of all specimens. The presence of J chain was represented in 113 specimens after acid-urea pretreatment. Secretory component (SC) was detected in 13 out of the 191 specimens, but not in controls. Both J chain and SC were detected in 2 out of 3 specimens positive for IgA2 but not for IgM. These results suggest that IgA deposited in glomeruli in some patients with IgA nephropathy is perhaps mucosally derived IgA.